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of the French who is at Quebec. My young men will
carry them; but thou who hast more wit than they,—
write to him what I shall tell thee.

‘“ Last year he made us a fine present, to give us
sense; we have received a little of it. We wish to
acknowledge his present by embracing the Faith; and
we will prove to him that what we say is true, by
this letter which [194] thou wilt send him '’ (it was a
package of Beaver skins). He continued: ‘‘ We were
given the pleasure of being taught and baptized last
winter. We return thanks for this, first; and we ask
the continuation of that favor by this other letter’’
(this was another package of sixty-four Beaver skins).
‘““You have pity on us,”” he added. ‘‘ The enemies
troubled our river by their incursions; you close it
by means of the forts that you erect against the Iro-
quois. Here is something with which to strengthen
those forts.’”” As he said this, he threw down
another package of Beaver skins. ‘‘ Nothing further
remains,’’ he said, ‘‘ but to live as brothers, and not
to quarrel, since we all pray. But, inasmuch as that
is difficult when trade is being carried on, here are
furs to soothe the minds,’’ and he threw down a
fourth package of Beaver skins.

We replied to all these presents, and gave him
to understand that we did not teach them in the
hope of any reward,—that, on the contrary, we wished
to assist them corporally as well as spiritually. ‘‘I
know that very well,”’ he said, ‘‘ but this is only to
show you that [195] we do not lie, when we tell
you that we ardently desire to embrace the Faith.
I speak in the name of all here, who are of the same
opinion as myself.”’

If the words of this Captain promise much, his



